Repeat hepatectomy for liver metastases from colorectal primary cancer: a review of the literature.
After hepatectomy for metastases from colorectal cancer (CRC), approximately 50% to 70% of patients develop recurrent hepatic metastases. This recurrence is limited to the liver in about one-third of cases. The purpose of this study is to report a comprehensive review of the literature concerning the results of repeat hepatectomy for recurrent liver metastases from CRC. An electronic literature search was conducted to identify all medical articles published concerning repeat hepatectomy for liver metastases of colorectal origin during the period January 1990 to December 2010. After a second hepatectomy, the mean mortality was 1.4% and the mean morbidity rate was 21.3%. The 5-year survival ranged from 16% to 55%. After a third or fourth hepatectomy, the mean mortality rate was 0% and the mean morbidity rate was 24.5%. After a third hepatectomy, the 5-year survival ranged from 23.8% to 37.9%. After a fourth hepatectomy, the 5-year survival was 9.3% to 36%. Repeat hepatectomy seems justified, since it may result in prolonged survival with acceptable rates of morbidity and mortality, results similar to those seen after initial hepatectomy.